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* Community Amateur Sports Clubs Rate Relief *

30th January 2009 

Dear Club Secretary,

We would like to invite you to an opportunity to learn about how your sports club could gain relief from certain government rates and to take you through the process of how to apply.
Sports clubs play a valuable role in their communities. The (Community Amateur Sports Club) CASC scheme recognises this important role by distinguishing between clubs and businesses for rates and tax purposes, ensuring money is kept in sports clubs. 

Both property and non-property owning clubs can significantly benefit from the scheme. The key benefits of CASC registration include:

· 80% mandatory business rate relief. Local authorities can offer up to 100% relief to clubs at their discretion. 

· The ability to raise funds from individuals under Gift Aid. A registered CASC can reclaim up to £28 in tax for every £100 donated, though at the moment this does not apply to all types of donations. 

· CASCs are exempt from Corporation Tax on profits derived from trading activities if their trading income is under £30,000 pa. 

· Profits derived from property income are also exempt for CASCs if gross property income is under £20,000 pa, of particular relevance following the abolition of the nil rate band. 

· CASCs whose income does not exceed these thresholds will no longer be required to complete an annual Corporation Tax return.

Relief on business rates alone are estimated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to be worth £2,000 per year. Whilst this only benefits facility owning clubs, non-facility owning clubs can still significantly benefit from Gift Aid and exemption from Corporation Tax. 
As one of the key partners from the Berwick Sport and Physical Activity Alliance, Community Action Northumberland is running a workshop to take you through the CASC rate relief process.
Friday 6th March (13:00 – 15:00) at Berwick Council Offices (Committee Room 1)
We look forward to seeing you the workshop.

If you could confirm your attendance by email (paj@berwick-upon-tweed.gov.uk) or post that would be appreciated.

Finally if you could bring with you, a copy of your club’s governing document that would be very helpful.

Look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Jones
Website: www.activeberwick.co.uk 

Email: paj@berwick-upon-tweed.gov.uk 
