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Inclusive Club Micro Grants - Guidance For Applicants

Supporting small community groups and organisations to provide projects that will benefit their coalfield community.

· Micro grants schemes may award grants of up to £1000 for projects that support sustainable sports opportunities for disabled people. Sports eligible for funding through this programme are:

· Athletics

· Cricket

· Football

· Rugby
· Multi sport clubs are also eligible to apply but only to support the development of these sports.

· Grants are awarded to voluntary and community organisations which: 

· Operate on a not for profit basis

· Have a set of rules covering the group’s purpose, membership and area of benefit

· Have a bank account / building society account in the name of the group which requires at least two people to sign cheques/withdraw funds.  In exceptional circumstances an accountable body may be able to manage the grant.

· Have annual accounts / income and expenditure accounts or a budget for new organisations

· Clubs must have achieved Clubmark / Chartermark status or be working towards achieving this.

· Grants can be for 100% of costs or a contribution to a project totalling no more than £2,000 provided the balance of other funding is secure.

· Projects should take less than 12 months to complete.

· Priority will be given to those groups who have not previously received a micro grant award

· If your application is incomplete on submission it will not be processed to the grants panel. Please ensure your application is fully completed.
· Ineligible organisations include:

· Statutory organisations 
· Town, Parish & Community Councils

· National organisations or their local branches 

· Groups that have received Coalfield Regeneration Trust funding from Bridging the Gap or Main Grants Programme.

· Ineligible expenditure includes:

· Political / religious promotion / activities

· Projects that are the responsibility of statutory funding

· Medical or research equipment

· General appeals

· Animal welfare activities

· Overseas travel 

· Fees for professional fundraisers

· Deficit or retrospective costs

· School fees – Schools may only apply through PTAs/ Clubs/ Vol associations for extra curricular activities
· Funding for Staff costs 

· Bank charges

· Depreciation

Grants can be awarded for both revenue and capital costs. The key driver behind this grants programme is to ensure a real difference is made with sports clubs and organisations that benefits disabled people. Due to this, the following guidance is in place regarding eligible expenditure

· Equipment – A maximum bid of £250 can be made for equipment. We appreciate that equipment can be an issue for organisations but there are other funding streams that can also support this need.
· Training – Training and developing individuals is seen as being key to developing clubs. Funding can support additional individuals to attend equity training such as the Typhoo Sport for All Course it can also be applied for individuals to attend other disability specific training, to training individuals in sports qualifications (were proven to support increasing the capacity of the club) or to support a disabled volunteer in gaining relevant sporting qualifications. Similarly it could be used to bring in “experts coaches” to the club to provide informal continuing development to existing coaches. There is no limit on the amount that can be applied in regarding to training.

· Transport – Is an area that has been identified as a potential barrier to participation for disabled people. In terms of this grants process funding can be applied for transport expenses where linked to supporting a disabled person attending training. This could be either basic travel expenses or the funding of a support worker to attend the course alongside them.
· Other aspects – Funding could be used for a range of other aspects as long as it supports club development. This could include; piloting additional facility time to run coach development sessions; improving the clubs website to make it more accessible or generally improving the clubs promotional material to show that it is more inclusive.

Your application

· All applications for funding should be submitted on the enclosed standard application form. 
· Applications must be fully completed or they will not be processed to the grants panel.

· Question 7 Project Achievements must be fully completed for your grant to be processed. This section will also form the basis of the monitoring and evaluations of your grant. Each achievement is described below

	Key Output
	Description
	Types of evidence we’ll need for monitoring purposes

	Number of volunteers benefiting
	How may existing volunteers are benefiting from this project. 
	Providing names and roles of the volunteers. This could be checked during a site visit.

	Number of new volunteers
	To be counted, a volunteer must help at least once a month and be taking a new role at the club
	Volunteer name, roles, attendance etc

	Number of disabled adults / young people participating in sport through the project
	The number of individuals that have been supported to participate in sport through the project. Young people are classed as those under 18. We would like figures both adults and young people.
	Attendance lists, publicity, details of sessions, photographs etc.

	Value of any in kind contribution / partnership funding
	Because of this grant have you received any other funding or is there an in kind contribution linked to this grant / project
	Meeting minutes, grant offer letters, details of partnerships etc

	Number of individuals attending training courses.
	A training course is counted if it is any course over 6hrs long e.g. Typhoo Sport for All etc. This figure will include individuals attending Level 1 and 2 courses.
	Name of the person and the course attended / qualification gained.
Proof of attendance i.e. certificate, copy of register, letter from course provider.

	Number of individuals gaining a level 1 qualification
	An NGB approved Level 1 qualification
	

	Number of people gaining a level 2 qualification
	An NGB approved Level 2 qualification
	


· All application forms should be submitted with the following supporting evidence:

· Original bank statement or copy of building society passbook (statements will be copied and returned to group)

· Most recent annual accounts/income and expenditure account, or if you are a new group a 12 month budget forecast

· A set of rules covering the purpose and membership of your group and where your group operates

· A quotation where a capital purchase costs more than £500

· A copy of the inclusive club quick health check (if applicable)
· A national grants panel will consider your application and you will be notified in writing of their decision.

· If you are successful, a monitoring form must be returned on completion of the project and you will need to keep receipts for at least two years.  As part of the monitoring process, your project may be selected for a visit at which you will be asked to provide evidence to support how your grant has been spent.  
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