A generic risk assessment for PESS that includes safeguarding considerations:
Table of generic PESS risk assessment prompts

	A Generic risk assessment for physical education: Some issues to consider in the triangle model


	PEOPLE
	CONTEXT
	ORGANISATION

	1.  STUDENTS/PERFORMERS:
· Group Sizes and ratios

· Additional supervision required?

· Control/discipline/behaviour

· Individual and group abilities

· Demands of activity match needs of pupils

· Clothing/personal effects

· Clothing appropriate for activity and weather conditions

· Jewellery

· Safety equipment/personal protection

· Medical conditions known

· Policy on physical contact/substantial access applied

·  Disability Act requirements re access and involvement in physical education for those with cognitive, visual, hearing or motor impairment

· Students/performers known routines and procedures

· Individual care needs met

2.  STAFF (including trainee teachers, ASL’s   visiting coaches, volunteers etc):
· Qualifications/experience/confidence

· Professional development/Inset provision

· Appropriate level of supervision

· Knowledge of individuals and group

· Observation and analysis skills adequate

· Control and discipline adequate
· Relationships appropriate
         2.STAFF ( Cont`d)
· Clothing/personal effects appropriate for teaching PESS 

· Teaching position in relationship to performers 

· All staff/adults have clear role/responsibility

· Effective communication between teachers and support staff

· Insurance cover where needed?

· Disclosure certification checked

· Parents informed; involved as necessary and permissions obtained
	1.  FACILITY:
· Changing rooms safe and appropriate for age, development stage  and supervision system

· Shared community use safeguarding considerations

· Work area hazard free-no obstructions
· Clean, non-slip floor/water clarity

· Sufficient space for group size/activity

· Any shared issues?

·  Access issues for those with disabilities

· Operating procedures known/applied

· Fire regulations applied

· Safety signs in place

· Secured when not in use
2.  PROCEDURES/ROUTINES:

· Orderly movement to work area/off site facilities

· Local visit requirements met-lists, first aid etc

· Access to facility

· Notices 
· First-aid equipment/procedures/responsibilities

· Child protection training and procedures in place and followed

· Physical contact/supporting criteria understood/applied

· Digital imagery policy and required permissions known and applied

· All procedures monitored adequately

 3.     EQUIPMENT:
· Used for purpose designed
· Suitable for activity/age group/ability

· Handling/carrying/siting issues

· Accessibility/storage

· Safety/rescue equipment present

· Annual/periodic inspection check

· Checked before use by performers/staff according to age/ability/activity

· Any improvisation carefully considered

· Routines for collection/retrieval/changing

· Secured when not in use 
· Safe use of electrical equipment

       4.     TRANSPORT:

· Roadworthiness

· Safe embarkation

· Seat belts used

· Driver requirements/responsibilities

· Passenger lists

· Arrangements for using parents’ cars

· Notified embarkation and dismissal points

· Parental permissions/information


	1. CLASS ORGANISATION:
· Numbers known/register check

· Regular scanning/head counts

· Group organisation/management procedures

· Demonstrations accurate

· Involvement of pupils with visual, hearing, motor or cognitive impairment
        2.     TEACHING STYLE: 

· Planned sessions
· Appropriate teaching style used

· Rules consistently applied

· Regular and approved practice used

· Support techniques known and applied

· Intervention and appropriate

· Tasks differentiated
         3.    PREPARATION:

· Written scheme of work sets out safety issues to be followed

· Equipment-size/type/quality/suitability

· Carrying/moving/placing equipment

· Storage

· Safety policy applied

· Warm up/preparation/safe exercise

· Rehydration/sun protection planned for
   4.     PROGRESSION:  

· Progressive practices known/applied

· Appropriate activities

· Schedule allows appropriate activity/recovery periods
· Overplay/overtraining implications checked/known

        5.     EMERGENCY ACTION:

· Emergency/accident procedures/contingency plans known and applied

· Contingency plan thought through



It has been recommended that the prompt sheet above replaces that set out in Safe Practice, pages 26-27 and Appendix 2 pages 296-297.  It should also be amended to a school or department’s particular situation and that it should become part of the risk assessment form afPE promotes or be attached to another preferred format in order to demonstrate how comprehensive consideration of relevant issues has been.
Summary
The essential outcome is to ensure that pupils feel safe in school within the broader consideration of safeguarding.  There is little new to this topic that is not already comprehensively covered in Safe Practice 2008.
