To update schools with regard to future support, guidance and advice pertaining to Physical Education and Professional Development.
It is with great sadness that as a result of the recent Coalition Government spending review and the changed role of the local authority, from the 1st April 2011 there will be:

· No Adviser or Physical Education Consultant in post

· No Physical Education Service Level Agreement (SLA) available within the Local Authority to support staff and schools in developing maintaining and promoting high quality Physical Education and Physical Activity

· No strategic, coordinated and needs based CPD programme available to support the development of Physical Education

· Great uncertainty about the future of School Sport Partnerships given that their funding is due to end 31st August 2011.

It is important that you and your staff are fully aware of the situation so that you can make provision to maintain the high quality physical education that is now expected in our schools.
Northumberland Physical Education and School Sport Professional Development Programme:
For the last 10 years Northumberland has planned and delivered a comprehensive CPD Programme for Physical Education and a Service Level Agreement. As stated above both will cease from 31st March 2011.This work has had significant impact in many schools, both in qualitative and quantitative terms, over a number of years.  In the last 3 years alone between1100–1350 adults have annually engaged in the Northumberland programmes.  In 2009 -10 Northumberland was identified as being a Local Delivery Agency (LDA) able to demonstrate good practice in the provision of PESS CPD and a subsequent independent AfPE inspection confirmed that;

<<<The impact of professional development opportunities provided through the Local Development Agency (LDA) results in good and sometimes outstanding achievements in pupils’ learning."…..<<<"The professional development opportunities provided by the LDA makes an outstanding contribution to pupils’ personal development and wellbeing."
Professional development has played a critical role in the advancement of high quality physical education across the county. Although delivery of the Northumberland Physical Education CPD programme will cease, it is important that you and your staff continue to promote, seek and access relevant needs based CPD opportunities to improve experiences and high quality outcomes for children and young people in your care. 

With the absence of available LA support you are urged to consider:
1. The benefits of joining the National Association for Physical Education as a school member. Website:  www.afpe.org.uk   
